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13 May 2009 
European project to aid rural shops in Scotland
A new trans-national project has been launched to aid the survival and growth of rural shops in Scotland and other North European countries.

The project, ‘Retail in Rural Regions’, will run over three years to the end of 2011, and is primarily funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the Northern Periphery Programme (NPP). The lead organisation in Scotland is the Community Retailing Network (CRN), which has secured match funding from Consumer Focus Scotland.
As a first stage the Community Retailing Network is mapping the needs of rural retailers in the Highlands & Islands. This information will then be used to create tailor made support and training programmes.

The co-operative nature of the project will allow the CRN to utilise expertise from across the academic, public, private and social enterprise sectors in Scotland and the other North European countries involved..

A particular focus will be on the potential for multi-functional stores providing a range of services in addition to groceries. A good example in Scotland is the community-owned store at Uig on the Isle of Lewis, which has recently built an extension to house a launderette and council service point/community room with video conference facilities.

By sharing best practice, the intention is to develop new solutions in line with the NPP’s aim of “innovatively investing in Europe’s Northern Periphery for a sustainable and prosperous future”.
Further information from Kirsty MacColl, Community Retailing Network, tel. 0845 217 8978, email info@communityretailing.co.uk.
NOTES TO EDITORS
1. The Community Retailing Network was set up in 2004 with the support of The Co-operative Group to support and promote community-owned shops in Scotland. It is currently funded by the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation and the Co-operative Fund.

2. The other countries participating in the ‘Retail in Rural Regions’ project are the Faroe Islands, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, and Northern Ireland
